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CONGRESS:
The Dodd Case

Four paces from the stand sat silver-
haired Sen. Thomas J. Dodd of Connec-'
ticut, glaring with unmasked outrage
at the Senate Ethics Committee’s first
witnesses—the quartet of his former em--
ployees who had surreptitiously plun-

his correspondence files and -
turned his private life into grist for a’
public investigation. Now, for the first'
time sincé the 1954 McCarthy censure:
procecdings, the U.S. Senate was pre-:
pared to take a public look at the
seamier side of one of its own. And for.
days in Washington last week, specta--
tors jammed a huge paneled hearing!
room to watch the 59-year-old Con-;

- necticut Democrat confront his accusers:
- —and face his colleagues. :

It was a confrontation that promised!

~ fireworks and produced them..Dodd had.
; sat in somber silence while his onetime'
* administrative assistant James Patrick’

Boyd Jr., 37, a soft-spoken curly-haired:

* Phi_Beta Kappa, led off by admitting .

e had helped steal some 4,000 of the
senator’s private documents. With these!
papers as evidence, Boyd emphatically:

© testified to the central conflict-of-interest

charge that the IEthics Committee is
exploring in the opening phase of its-
licarings, The charge: Dodd made a
six-day trip through West Germany in
1964 primarily to promote the interests
and repair the image of a high-pressure’
Clicago-based lobbyist named Julius
Klein, onc of whose contracts (worth’
some $150,000 a year) as agent for,
West German government-subsidized in-
terests had been jeopardized as a re-
sult of a 1963 Senate investigation of
foreign agents, :

But Dodd could not contain himself
at the testimony of the next witness,'
Miss Marvjoric A. Carpenter, 28, a
green-cyed blond  divorcee who had.
served afApprovedckor Release
four years. In a singsong ‘ﬁ;_kqngagé

Confrontation: When blond Marjorie Car
| drawl, she told of overhearing two other
. Senate staffers discussing Dodd’s 1964!
" trip. “I wonder how much General Klein
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paid Senator Dodd to do that? ... He'

must have paid $10,000,” said staff  as-,

sistant David Martin, as quoted by Miss|

- Carpenter. ‘To which, she said, the sen-:

ator's aide Gerard Zeiller replied, “Oh,
easily.” Under quizzing by committee
chairman John Stennis, Miss Carpen-

. ter admitted she regarded this dialogue

as mere
cal joke.”
Dodd took it scriously, however,
sprang to his feet, his face red with
anger,” and demanded that Zeiller and
Martin be called to the stand immedi-
ately to tell their versions of the con-
versation. Then
fell into a disputec over whether to’
strike Miss Carpenter’s testimony—which
Zeiller and Martin later flatly refuted—
Dodd approached the committee dais,
waving his arms and protesting hoarse-
ly: “I thought this was a fact-finding
hearing and not a trial,” he 'said.
The Club: It was, in a broad sense,
something of both—a hearing of the
facts in the Dodd case, and a trial of
the Senate’s capacity to expose them
even at the risk of damaging or ruining

“speculation” or a “eyni-

He'{

when the committee!

Associnted Presn

F_emer testified, Dodd (right) exploded ;
J mating, as he had earlier, that the hear-

ing was stacked against him.

In spite of interruptions and diversion-
ary fireworks, the committee heard an |
abundance of evidence that Dodd—os-

tensibly on a fact-finding mission for the
Senate Internal Security subcommittee
~had indecd acted diligently, if not
primarily, in Julius Kiein’s behalf in Ger-

jected to his boss's leaving \Washington

have to go. Julius has been pressing me

tions on what the senator was to tell

officials. Finally there was.a cable from
Vienna in which Klein again jogged
Dodd to come to Bonn, to which Dodd
replied: “I don’t think it is at all neces-

| sary for you to accompany me and there

is a chance that it might be misunder-

help you and it is for this reason that I
want to present your case'in the best
. possible light.”

a long-time member of The Club.

many, Dovd testified that he had ob-
at that time because Dodd was a floor
- leader during the 1964 civil-rights fli- .
buster. But, he said, Dodd replied: “I -
and pressing me to go.” The committee
also admitted as exhibits a set of “brief-
ing papers” prepared by Klein for Dodd, :
and containing highly specific instruc-

various high West German Government

stood. You know how anxious I am to - -

Detailed Study: Last week's heavings -

The Dodd case is the committee’s first ( touched only brielly "on benefits that .

—and it is already-abundantly clear that | Dodd has received from Klein. There
the group is going to chart its course as | was $1,000 in contributions for Dodd's -
it moves tentatively ahead. The open -} 1956 House and 1958 Senate campaigns, -
hearings had followed two days of in-  then another $1,000 for a table at one of

.

tense. sparring in executive session over’ Dodd’s testimonial dinners. And, as well,

ground rules; cven after the sessions' there was Dodd's frequent free use—40

opened up, peripheral disputes kept ob- [or 50 times .from 1961 to 1965, said ;

scuring their direction. One of Dodd’s | Boyd—of Klein's luxurious suite at the
four attorncys tricd—until Chairman | Essex House on Manhattan’s expensive
John Stennis cut him off—to interrogate | Central Park South. Committee sources
Miss Carpenter about her admittedly ' indicated that only later will the sena-
“very important” relationship with re-  tors begin a detailed study of Dodd's
cently divorced James Boyd. And Dodd : fiscal operations—particularly the allega-
himself triggered another irrelevant * tion that he turned between $200,000
spat by jumping up to protest that the ; and $300,000 in campaign contributions
voice of one witness was being drowned : to: personal use (Newsweek, May 9).
out by the sound of noisy hammering | - As the hearings recessed for the
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this is not prearranged,” he

tflap. Dodd's -
glggm ngc!c’o?tZ( oqza of the ex-
satd—int: * RideE 1 Hie Senate cnleterla and '{““Cg;{;ﬁ{«—i"ﬁu»‘
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Pencd him: “When this thing is over, Im
| going to pursuc vou to your grave.' " That *
* oulburst pmmp(l\ brought a committee
warning  against  intimidating witnesses -
and a mlmwu.nplml apology flom '
Dodd for Jeremy's “losing his temper,”
As a sworn wilness, Dodd himself was
still to be heard from. But some commit- .
tee members were already prepared tot”
make a damning judgment about the !
immediate paint of inquiry—Dodd's 1964 |
mission to Germany. “This looks to me :
like & one-man teip . .. without consulta-
j.tion with ny other members of the.
'Lommlttee, said Utah’s Republican Sen, |
! Wallace F, Bennett. “I see no indication
that this was anything but a personnl
trlp by Senator Dodd.”
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